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PORT ADELAIDE DISTRICT HOCKEY CLUB
Located  at  the  John  Hart  Reserve  Ethelton  the  Club  operates  from  a  wonderful

facility  comprising  a  Clubrooms  and  synthetic  playing  surface .  The  Port  Adelaide

District  Hockey  Club  had  its  beginning  in  March  1934  with  one  team .  From  this

humble  beginning  it  has  grown  over  the  years  to  be  one  of  the  largest  and  most

successful  Clubs  in  South  Australia .  Whilst  the  Club  has  many  milestones  there  are

a  few  that  stand  out :
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XXX
MEMBERS

1993 The Club won its f irst female
Premier League Premiership
2012  The Club won all  four grand finals
on “grand final day” -  Premier League
Men and Women, Metro 1 Men &
Women.
2018  The Club fielded 11 senior teams
and 9 junior teams. The Premier League
Men & Women won the major
premierships with the women recording
a 7th consecutive flag (18 consecutive
Grand Finals).  Teams in 12 grades
participated in finals,  with the club
winning 5 premiership flags and 4
runner-up flags.
2019  The $650,000 new change room
complex (named the Dennis Meredith
Pavil ion) was finished.

1956:  The Club built its f irst Clubrooms
with volunteer labour, using an old
Nissan hut and bricks from a condemned
house. In 1972 the Club built new
Clubrooms and these were extended in
1984.
1967:  The Club won its f irst men’s
Premier League Premiership. 
1987:  The Club installed a synthetic turf
pitch & floodlights. 
1988:  The Club amalgamated with the
Inlanders Hockey Club (a club formed
originally in Alice Springs with a strong
indigenous background and a club
without a ground or facil it ies. As a result
of the amalgamation the Club fielded 9
female teams (6 senior and 3 junior)
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2020
The COVID-19 pandemic has forced an unprecedented global shut-down.

Despite the disruptions and hardships faced by the club and it's members,
PADHC had a productive year. The delayed start to the season due to statewide

lockdowns allowed for significant renovations to the clubrooms including
removal of the old men's change rooms. On the field, the club won five flags:

Premier League Women, Metro 1 Women, Metro 2 Men, Metro 4 Women and
Under 13 Boys.
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PRESIDENT'S REPORT

Great  success  on  the  f ield  – 5  premierships ,  2  runner-up  flags ,  7  teams  either  3rd

or  4th .  The  record  of  our  women ’s  Premier  League  team  continues  – 20

consecutive  grand  f inals ,  16  premierships .  Club  legend  Sarah  (Harry)  Harrison  has

played  in  all  20  f inals .

2020 – an unbelievable year – where do I start?

It  has  been  a  great  honour  to  have  continued  as  your  Club  President  over  the  past

season ,  a  season  that  has  been  l ike  no  other  -  with  the  exception  of  the  World  War

II  years .  I  congratulate  and  thank  all  members  on  the  success  of  the  Club  in  2020 .

We  continue  to  set  the  benchmark  of  high  standards  in  South  Australia  both  on  and

off  the  f ield .

We  all  know  the  difficulties  that  we  faced  and  the  sad  outcomes  at  global ,  national ,

regional  and  community  levels .  However ,  we  were  fortunate  to  be  able  to  play  a

reduced  season  and  get  back  on  the  pitch  after  the  lockdown  restrictions .

Special  thanks  to  our  management  committee  for  the  additional  onerous  task  it

took  on  throughout  the  year  dealing  with  Covid  which  included  a  forensic

examination  of  the  f inances  to  ensure  the  f inancial  viability  of  the  club ,  setting  of

three  sets  of  fees ,  issuing  three  sets  of  invoices ,  and  Covid  compliance .  I  also  thank

Hockey  SA ,  our  coaches ,  managers ,  support  staff ,  families  which  enabled  the  season

to  proceed .

Highlights for 2020



Congratulations  to  Scott  Germein  – winner  of  Hockey  SA  Premier  League  Men ’s

Best  & Fairest ;  Jackie  Lewis-Gray  – Evelyn  Tazewell  Outstanding  Umpire  Service

to  Women ’s  Hockey ;  Gary  Szkolik  Henry  Brown  Service  to  Umpiring .

Completion  of  the  change-room  Pavilion ·  Upgrade  of  the  clubrooms  utilising  the

additional  space  from  the  old  men ’s  and  women ’s  change  rooms .

Engagement  of  volunteers  throughout  Covid  lockdown  to  work  on  upgrade  of

clubrooms . ·  Amazing  social  program  supported  by  all  teams  in  the  Club .

Management Committee

The  committee  met  on  14  occasions  throughout  the  season  – many  urgent  meetings

called  at  a  day ’s  notice  and  conducted  via  Zoom .  The  committee  is  highly

experienced  with  an  excellent  balance  of  expertise ,  experience  and  knowledge .

Thank  you  for  coping  with  a  difficult  year  – the  outcomes  are  a  reflection  on  your

great  work .

Communication with Membership

The  communication  with  our  membership  became  pivotal  to  keeping  our  members

informed  throughout  the  season ,  particularly  with  Covid  updates .  Our  Facebook

page  continued  to  build  on  it 's  reputaion  as  one  of  the  most  active  hockey  clubs  in

Australia  (top  ten  most  prolific   publishers  with  587  posts  during  2019) .  Sincere

thanks  to  both  Crystal  Morrison  and  Tess  Mayes  for  producing  the  Magpie  Update .

What  used  to  be  a  weekly  publication  sometimes  became  an  issue  3  or  4  times  a

week .The  quality  and  content  of  the  Club ’s  website ,  Facebook  and  Twitter  is  par

excellence .
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Sponsors

The  club ,  despite  the  reduced  season ,

lockdowns ,  etc .  were  able  to  retain  all

of  its  major  sponsors  in  2020 .

Sponsorship  income  is  a  significant

component  of  club  funding  & without

that  continued  support ,  the  ongoing

viability  of  the  club  would  have  been  at

risk .
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Conclusion

The  word  ‘unprecedented ’  has  been  the  often-repeated  word  used  to  explain

difficult  decisions  by  the  authorities  over  the  past  year .  It  has  been  an

unprecedented  season  for  the  Club  but  for  all  the  right  reasons .  The  outcomes

achieved  by  the  Club  in  2020  have  been  nothing  short  of  magnificent .We  wrote  a

great  chapter  to  our  history  in  2020  – let  us  all  strive  to  continue  writing  best  sellers

in  the  future .

 Key Issues

Change of modus operandi of Management Committee

It  has  been  agreed  in  principle  by  the  Management  Committee  that  there  is  a  need

to  change  the  way  in  which  the  Club  is  managed  from  a  governance  point  of  view .

The  current  committee  structure  of  14  members  is  excessive .  The  recommended

change  would  be  to  reduce  the  number  on  the  elected  Board  to  7  members .  Sub-

committees  would  then  be  formed  for  various  portfolios .  The  President ’s  position

would  be  only  at  the  high  end  (Hockey  SA  and  major  stakeholders)  and  would  have

not  involvement  in  the  day  to  day  running  of  the  club .

A  change  of  the  Constitution  will  be  required  for  this  to  happen  and  it  is  planned

this  issue  will  be  addressed  at  a  strategic  planning  meeting  to  be  held  in  the  next

few  weeks .Clubs  SA  /  Sport  SAThe  enormous  assistance  and  advice  concerning

Covid  compliance  that  was  provided  by  both  Clubs  SA  and  Sport  SA  was

outstanding .  Both  organisations  were  able  to  go  on  our  behalf  to  Health  SA ,  SAPOL

and/or  the  government  with  any  issues  we  needed  advice  on .  This  ensured  our

Covid  Policies  and  Procedures  were  always  up  to  date .  To  Leah  Cassidy  (Sport  SA) ,

Mike  Penfold  and  Chris  Carter  (Clubs  SA)  – thank  you .The  Club  was  awarded

certificates  by  Clubs  SA  in  recognition  of  ‘Club  Resilience  and  Adaptability ’  and

‘Club  Improvement  or  Initiative ’ .
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Office  for  Recreation  and  Sport  -  $3 ,000  Active  Club  Program  – Club  Reboot

Round  (used  to  purchase  replacement  lamps  for  ground  floodlights  as  part  of  its

ongoing  annual  maintenance  program) ·

Port  Adelaide  Enfield  Council  -  $2 ,000  Covid-19  Response  Grant  Program  (used

to  purchase  sanitiser  unit  for  entrance  to  the  club ,  sanitiser  units  for  all  change

rooms  and  toilets  and  instant  hand  sanitiser  spray  for  all  units)

Port  Adelaide  Enfield  Council  -  $700  Equipment  Program  (used  to  purchase

junior  hockey  equipment  for  the  club) .

Grant Applications

The  Club  was  successful  in  obtaining  the  following  grants  in  2020 :

The  Club  is  currently  waiting  for  the  outcome  of  an  application  for  $20 ,000  for  the

installation  of  solar  panels  for  the  Club  under  the  Port  Adelaide  Enfield  Council

COVID  Recovery  Green  Community  Building  initiative  to  support  Sporting  Clubs  and

Community  Groups .

The  work  of  the  Port  Adelaide  Enfield  Council  over  the  past  12  months  in  supporting

clubs  has  been  very  much  appreciated .  In  addition  to  grant  monies  that  have  been

made  available ,  the  Council  has  also  provided  rates  relief  and  relief  on  the  payment

of  the  Turf  Sinking  Replacement  Fund  for  the  Club  in  2020 .  Thank  you  Mayor  Claire

Boan  for  the  work  of  all  of  your  team .

Junior Development Program 2021

The  Club  has  recognised  a  need  to  engage  with  the  primary  schools  in  the  area  to

promote  hockey  with  a  view  to  recruiting  new  junior  players .  10  primary  schools

have  been  identified  for  this  program ,  and  each  school  will  be  given  4  coaching

sessions  at  the  school  and  then  invited  to  attend  the  club  for  a  further  8  week

program .  This  program  will  be  coordinated  by  Loren  Christian  in  the  second  term  of

2021 .



Removal  of  the  wall  between  the  old  men ’s  change  room  and  lounge  area

increasing  the  size  of  the  new  lounge  area  significantly .

Conversion  of  the  old  women ’s  change  room  into  a  new  Board  room .

Installation  of  downlights  throughout  the  new  lounge  area . ·

Installation  of  new  air- lock  into  the  men ’s  toilet .

Installation  of  new  wall  to  create  a  storage  area  in  old  women ’s  shower  area .

Creation  of  a  cleaner ’s  room  replacing  the  old  men ’s  shower  area

Painting  throughout ,  repair  of  ceiling  in  new  lounge  area

Minor  painting  and  installation  of  new  carpet  will  be  done  in  the  next  few  weeks .

Upgrade of Clubrooms

Very  significant  work  was  carried  out  throughout  2020  on  the  upgrade  of  the

Clubrooms .  This  work  included :
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Membership
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SENIOR WOMEN'S VP REPORT
As  with  many  sporting  bodies  and  organisations  across  the  State  and  Country ,  the

season  was  delayed  due  to  COVID  restrictions .  Despite  the  setbacks  and  numerous

delays ,  much  appreciation  and  a  big  congratulations  to  all  coaches ,  managers  and

players  for  maintaining  their  commitment  and  successfully  completing  the  season .  

PADHC  f ielded  4  senior  women ’s  teams  in  2020 ;   

PLW ,  M1W ,  M3W ,  M4W .  

Season  2020  results :  

PLW  – Premiers ,  M1W  – Premiers ,  M3W  – 8th ,  M4W  -  Premiers .

We  are  looking  at  a  bright  2021  season  with  strong  playing  numbers  from  a  womens

perspective .  Good  luck  to  all  teams  for  this  season ,  and  here ’s  to  another  successful

year .  

Sarah  HARRISON



In  this  Club ,  the  expense  l ines  split  between  controllable  and  non  controllable

items  are  significant  – much  of  the  expenditure  is  controllable .  This  is  not  the

case  in  many  other  Sporting  disciplines .This  year  in  particular ,  they  needed  to  be

controlled  -  and  they  were .  

Linked  closely  to  the  above  is  the  concept  of  Fixed  and  Variable  expenses  and

again  most  of  the  expenses  were  Variable  – that  is  they  varied  with  the  level  of

activity  within  the  Club  and  obviously  for  3  months  during  the  lockdown  they

were  not  significant .

This  extraordinary  year  produced  extraordinary  results  for  the  Port  Adelaide  Hockey

Club .  The  results  at  f irst  seemed  surprising  but  on  closer  examination  members  will

understand  how  these  results  were  obtained  and  why  they  are  so  pleasing .

How?  Expenditure .  

Stating  the  obvious ,  there  was  an  overall  reduction  in  expenditure ,  further

explained  as  follows :
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TREASURER'S REPORT

2020
$29,487

 

$191,736

2019
$29,710

$152,094

DIFFERENCE
$223 

 

$(39,642)

FIXED COSTS

VARIABLE COSTS
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Reducing  expenditure  during  the  key  “ lock  down”  months  of  April ,  May ,  June  and

part  of  July  compensated  for  the  loss  of  income  and  a  steady  flow  of  fees  from

members  and  donations  during  this  period  was  also  most  beneficial  and  added

to  the  f inancial  stability  of  the  Club .

Expenses  such  as  the  $4000  quarterly  payment  to  the  Port  Adelaide/Enfield

Council  for  the  pitch  replacement  were  deferred  by  the  Council  and  that  was

very  much  appreciated .  Variable  expenses  l ike  gas  and  electricity  were

minimised  due  to  inactivity .  Waste  Disposal  and  cleaning  were  also  not  required

as  frequently .

Renewed  membership  by  past  players  and  additional  donations  were  also

appreciated  and  a  “garage  sale ’  in  late  March  of  stock  on  hand  in  the  Bar  also

realised  an  additional  $2345  cash .

Patronage  in  the  Bar  and  Canteen  in  the  later  part  of  the  season  was  “ intense”  -

to  use  the  words  of  the  Bar  Manager .  July ,  August  and  September  sales  far

exceeded  those  in  2019  for  the  same  period .

$3000  was  received  in  Club  Assistance  Grants  ($2700  of  this  was  spent  on  Health

and  Safety  activities  related  to  Covid19  – Ground  and  Clubroom  signage  etc) .

Income

Income  from  members  and  the  associated  playing  fees  were  “scaled  back”  to  reflect

the  shorter  season .  Revised  Membership  Invoices  were  reissued  twice  after  the

original  invoices  had  been  sent  and  this  was  quite  a  task  to  oversee  and  probably

confusing  to  the  members .  There  were  inefficiencies  during  this  process  but  they

need  to  be  assessed  in  view  of  these  circumstances .

And  so  with  an  acceptable  but  small  Bank  balance  carried  forward  from  2019  and

minimal  expenses  as  outlined  during  this  year ,  the  Club  was  in  a  position  to

maintain  a  healthy  cash  balance  for  the  rest  of  the  year  and  build  significantly  on

the  2019  outcome .

PORT  ADELA IDE  D ISTR ICT  HOCKEY  CLUB  
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Notes to Accounts. (1) The  Final  payment  to  Builder  was  a  transaction  between

the  Port  Adelaide  /Enfield  Council  and  the  Builder .  Treated  as  a  Grant  and  bought

to  account  as  such .  (2) Grants  from  Port  Adelaide/Enfield  Council  for  purchase  of

sports  equipment  for  juniors  -  $1000  and  a  Covid-19  Response  Grant  -  $2000 .  (3)
No  Quarterly  Sinking  Fund  payments  made  during  2020  – Waived  by  Council .

Interest  accrued  for  2020  not  bought  to  account  – yet  to  be  determined  by

Council .  (4) Income  received  in  advance  for  Annual  Dinner  following  its  deferral .
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ACHIEVEMENTS & AWARDS
Minor Round Standings
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Major Round Results
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Major Round Highlights
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Premier League Awards

Senior Awards

Junior Awards
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Perpetual Trophies

Hockey SA Awards

Representative Team Selection

Hockey Australia Life Member:  Rosie  Stern  AM  -

Evelyn Tazewell Outstanding Umpiring Service to Women’s Hockey: Jackie
Lewis-Gray

Henry Brown Service to Umpiring (co-winner): Gary  Szkolik

Premier League Men’s Best and Fairest: Scott  Germein

Team of the Year:  Leah  Welstead ,  Sarah  Harrison ,  Linzi  Appleyard ,  Eddie

Chittleborough ,  Cameron  Joyce ,  Andy  Leat ,  Scott  Germein

U18G Fire Academy: Teagan  Powell

U18B Fire Academy: Brandon  Bosworth ,  Zach  Crotty  & Jaykay

Young

U15G Fire Academy: Isabelle  Crott

U13B Fire Academy: Isaac  Anderson ,  Hudson  Duka  & Brayden  Mrozek

Other Achievements

Stan Matthews Shield:  Masters  O '50  Men
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COMMITTEE & OFFICIALS
Position
President

Vice  President  Senior  Men  

Vice  President  Senior  Women

VP  Juniors

Secretary

Assistant  Secretary

Treasurer

General  Committee  Member

General  Committee  Member

General  Committee  Member

Appointed positions
Ground  Manager

Coaching  Director

Other non-committee appointments
Bar  Manager

Canteen  Manager

Membership  Coordinator

Name
Dennis  Meredith

Erik  Praekelt

Sarah  Harrison

Rebecca  Anderson

Ashleigh  Fechner

Tess  Mayes

John  Fisher

Trevor  Cibich  

Emma  Warren  

Jason  Young

Vacant

Trevor  Cibich

Chris  Abineri

Sue  Kitto

Nicole  Szkolik

Patrons       
Mayor  Claire  Boan  Port  Adelaide  Enfield  Council

Vice Patrons
The  Hon .  Mark  Butler  MP ,  ·The  Hon .  Dr  Susan  Close  MP ,  The  Hon .  Stephen  Mullighan

MP ,  ·Life  Members  (Keith  Cosh ,  Dennis  Meredith ,  Bruce  Baulderstone  Peter  Germein ,

Trevor  Cibich ,  John  Collett ,  Gary  Victory ,  Marilyn  Young ,  Neil  Pentecost ,  Rick

Holliday ,  Jeff  Wait ,  Derek  Hutchins ,  Jo  Haynes ,  William  Drewett ,  Trevor  Stockley ,

Paul  Beckmann ,

Mark  Victory ,  Sarah  Harrison ,  Guy  Wightman) .
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Coaches & Managers 
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SOCIAL PROGRAM
Christmas in July

With  the  season  officially  underway  it  was  time  to  bring  back  some  Cheer  to  the

club ,  what  better  way  than  celebrating  Christmas  in  July ,  while  abiding  by  all

COVID-safe  protocols .  As  always ,  our  magical  kitchen  elves  out  did  themselves

providing  multiple  schnitzels  and  parmigiana  toppings  to  the  large  turnout .  We

would  l ike  to  thank  everyone  who  attended  our  f irst  function  under  the  new

restrictions  for  adopting  all  the  restrictions  and  coming  up  with  creating  games  to

play  as  a  club  while  sitting  down  and  staying  socially  distanced .

Bingo

Following  the  success  of  our  new  look  COVID  friendly  functions  the  social

committee  put  on  Pizza  and  Bingo .  Food  was  provided  by  Wood  n ’  Wheels  Pizza

with  such  success  all  pizzas  were  sold  out .  Bingo  was  enjoyed  by  all  with  winners

with  cash  prizes  in  hand .  Big  thanks  to  professional  bingo  caller  Ian  ‘Haley ’  Hales

for  running  the  show  and  those  who  had  a  crab  at  calling  out  numbers .

Black & White Day

The  club  hosted  another  hugely  successful  Black  and  White  Day ,  celebrating  our

VIPs  and  Sponsors .  The  Premier  League  sides  donned  their  heritage  uniforms  and

our  volunteer  bakers  and  chefs  put  on  a  magnificent  afternoon  tea  for  our  guests .

Later  in  the  day  we  were  treated  to  a  wonderful  roast  meat  meal .  Thanks  to  all  of

our  cooks  and  carvers  for  a  great  spread .



Rump & Red

Early  in  September ,  we  hosted  a  home  day  for  our  M2-M5  teams  and  their  families

and  we  f inished  off  a  great  day  of  home  rounds  with  Rump  & Red  night  (some  had

more  red  than  rump  but  that ’s  another  story ! ) .  The  steaks  were  cooked  to  perfection

by  our  resident  chef  and  grill  king ,  Crotty  and  were  deliciously  accompanied  by

various  sauce  options .  The  mini  Magpies  were  catered  for  with  kids  meals  of

nuggets  or  pasta  with  chocolate  topped  ice-cream  which  was  a  huge  hit .  It  was  an

awesome  night  and  great  to  see  many  families  sticking  around  after  the  games  and

the  kids  running  around  the  club  and  having  fun .  

The  2020  R&R  wine  glasses  were  a  huge  hit  with  many  members  purchasing  a  set  to

take  home ,  but  they  were  even  better  when  f i l led  with  some  rich  reds  from

Barristers  Block  especially  for  the  evening ,  thank  you  Evert  for  keeping  our  glasses

full !
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IN MEMORIAM
Tribute to Keith Cosh

Life  Member  Port  Adelaide  District  Hockey  Club

27-04-1923  – 05  April  2020

Keith  sadly  passed  away  peacefully  at  home  surrounded

by  his  family  on  5  April  2020  in  his  97th  year .  He  was

the  longest  surviving  member  of  the  Port  Adelaide

District  Hockey  Club ,  a  member  from  the  original  days

of  the  Largs  Bay  Hockey  Club  – having  started  as  a  16

year  old  in  1939  and  maintaining  an  81  year  connection

with  the  club .

He  served  in  the  merchant  navy  during  World  War  I I  and

stayed  at  sea  until  late  1949 .

Once  he  returned  to  Adelaide  he  resumed  his  playing  days  with  what  was  then  the

Port  Adelaide  District  Hockey  Club .  It  did  not  take  Keith  long  to  become  heavily

involved  in  the  administration  of  the  Club  and  in  1953  was  elected  President ,  a

position  he  held  for  two  years  and  then  switched  across  to  Secretary  from  1955-

1958 .  He  became  a  Vice  President  of  the  Club  in  1959 .

Keith  was  a  key  member  of  the  club  involved  in  the  then  Grounds  Committee  of  the

club  which  negotiated  the  acquisition  of  the  John  Hart  Oval  from  the  Port  Adelaide

Council .  Prior  to  then  the  club  trained  at  Almond  Tree  Flat  and  played  its  matches

at  Birkalla  Oval .  Keith  then  became  involved  in  the  building  of  the  club ’s  f irst

clubrooms  – a  Nissan  hut  from  the  National  Fitness  Council  and  bricks  obtained

firstly ,  from  an  old  condemned  brick  dwelling  in  Portland ,  and  secondly ,  from  a

vacant  shop/office  on  the  corner  of  St  Vincent  and  Nelson  Streets ,  Port  Adelaide .  A

draught  horse  from  a  local  carrier  was  used  to  assist ,  but  with  some  complications  –

instead  of  one  shop  being  razed  another  two  adjoining  rooms  also  came  down  and

bricks  all  over  Nelson  Street .  They  managed  to  clear  everything  up  without  police

intervention .

Over  the  years  Keith  served  on  the  management  committee ,  social  committee ,

grounds  committee ,  etc .  In  1957  he  was  recognised  for  his  volunteer  work  being

awarded  the  prestigious  Best  Club  Member  Trophy .  He  always  led  by  example  and

was  always  hands-on  for  any  task  that  had  to  be  done .
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In  1967  the  Club  recognised  Keith ’s  outstanding  contributions  to  the  Club  with  a

Life  Membership  – a  richly  deserved  honour .

When  he  had  f inished  playing  he  continued  his  involvement  with  the  Club  as  a

Team  Manager  – a  highlight  being  Manager  of  the  successful  1968  District  Grade

Premiership  team .  He  continued  to  act  as  Manager  in  various  grades  in  future  years ,

and  in  particular  with  teams  in  which  his  two  sons  Trevor  and  Warren  were  players .

Keith  and  his  beloved  late  wife  Maureen  were  part  of  the  ‘PADHC  Balranald  Avenue ’

group  with  the  club ,  with  the  Germein ,  McGrath  and  Beswick  families  all  nearby

neighbours .  All  of  these  families  grew  up  together  and  were  legendary  for  their

involvement  with  the  club  over  so  many  years .

Keith ’s  other  passion  was  sailing .  He  also  had  an  i l lustrious  involvement  with  the

Largs  Bay  Sailing  Club  where  he  was  Commodore  from  1971-1973 ,  President  1976-

1978  and  Life  Member  1980 .

Keith  was  a  true  gentlemen  in  all  senses  of  the  word .  He  was  respected  and

admired  by  all  who  knew  him .  He  was  a  brill iant  clubman ,  a  player ,  a  coach ,  an

umpire ,  an  administrator .  The  club  will  forever  be  indebted  to  his  long  and

powerful  contribution  to  the  Club  over  so  many  years .  He  had  a  long  productive  l i fe

and  was  a  remarkable  father  to  Trev  and  Viv ,  Warren  and  Lynnear ,  Jan  and  Anthony ,

grandfather  and  great  grandfather

Tribute to Gerry Kennett
Life  Member  Inlanders  Hockey  Club

Life  Member  Port  Adelaide  District  Hockey  Club

Gerry  f irst  fell  in  love  with  the  game  while  she  was  a

student  at  Adelaide  High  School  in  1937  and  1938 ,

playing  matches  on  rough  f ields  on  the  South

Parklands  with  pitches  that  had  the  additional

challenge  of  fresh  cowpats  that  needed  to  be  avoided .

1942  to  1945  was  spent  in  the  Australian  Women ’s  Land  Army  before  attending  the

University  of  Adelaide  between  1946  and  1948 ,  playing  with  the  Adelaide  University

Hockey  Club .  She  moved  to  Alice  Springs  in  1949 .  In  1953 ,  women ’s  hockey  started  in

Alice  Springs  and  Gerry  played  with  the  Rovers  Hockey  Club  from  the  outset .  She

continued  for  the  next  12  years  as  a  player  or  coach  for  Rovers .  
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Gerry  became  the  Secretary  of  the  Centralian  Hockey  Association ,  initially  raising

money  to  help  pay  for  the  visit  of  the  Indian  national  team  in  1956  and  then  for

travelling  Association  teams .

In  1964 ,  Gerry  was  awarded  Life  Membership  of  the  Centralian  Hockey  Association .

She  served  on  the  SA  Women ’s  Hockey  Association  Country  Committee  from  1965-

1975 ,  including  8  years  as  Secretary .

In  1966 ,  Gerry  founded  the  Inlanders  Hockey  Club .  It  was  set  up  to  help  girls

coming  to  Adelaide  from  Alice  Springs  and  other  outback  areas  to  continue  their

friendships  through  hockey ,  especially  indigenous  girls ,  who  had  always  l ived  in

the  NT  and  had  no  contacts  in  Adelaide .  Inlanders  started  with  one  team  in  C3

grade .  At  its  peak ,  Inlanders  had  become  a  powerhouse  of  the  competition  with

teams  in  A1 ,  A2 ,  B1 ,  B2 ,  C1  and  Under  17  grades .  Gerry ,  or  Mrs  K  as  she  became

known ,  was  central  to  the  club  f i l l ing  the  roles  of  President ,  coach ,  selector ,  driver ,

organiser ,  social  secretary ,  uniform  and  equipment  officer  and  any  other  position

that  needed  f i l l ing .  Hockey  consumed  her  l i fe .

In  1976 ,  Gerry  was  awarded  her  second  Life  Membership  -  this  time  of  the  South

Australian  Women ’s  Hockey  Association .  

In  1986 ,  she  was  awarded  Life  Membership  of  the  Inlanders  Hockey  Club .  In  1986

the  Inlanders  met  with  the  Port  Adelaide  District  Hockey  Club  at  Port ’s  request

and  subsequently  agreed  to  amalgamate .  For  Port  Adelaide ,  which  had  only  one

woman ’s  team  in  B3  grade ,  the  merger  provided  them  with  seven  strong  women ’s

teams ,  including  sides  in  A1  and  A2 .  For  Inlanders  they  gained  access  to  a  home

ground ,  an  artificial  pitch  and  clubrooms .  Initially  the  women ’s  teams  in  the  club

were  known  as  ‘Port  Inlanders ’ .

Gerry  retained  her  position  as  Manager  of  the  Port  Inlanders  State  League  team .

The  agreement  worked  extremely  well  with  Port  Inlanders  winning  their  f irst  A1

premiership  in  1993 ,  quickly  followed  by  titles  in  1995  and  1996 .  Although  the

Inlanders  name  was  dropped  as  time  passed ,  the  club  remains  the  powerhouse  in

women ’s  hockey  in  this  State .

In  1989 ,  Gerry  was  awarded  Life  Membership  of  the  Port  Adelaide  Hockey  Club  and

in  1990 ,  her  contribution  to  the  sport  was  again  recognised  when  she  was  awarded

Life  Membership  of  the  South  Australian  Hockey  Association  – her  f ifth  Life

Membership  for  the  one  sport .
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Hockey  played  a  tremendous  role  in  Gerry ’s  l i fe  and  she  gained  a  lot  of  enjoyment

and  friendship  from  it .  However ,  on  balance ,  it  would  be  fair  to  say  hockey  in  Alice

Springs  and  Adelaide  benefitted  from  Gerry  Kennett  even  more .

Tribute to Geoffrey Cooper

Coops  was  one  of  those  people  that  was  always  around  the  Club  with  Lesley  and  Bec

close  at  hand .  Rarely  did  we  ever  encounter  Coops  without  a  smile  on  his  face .  His

passion  for  l i fe  and  the  Magpies  will  be  sorely  missed .

Coops  made  many  contributions  around  the  club  including  assisting  with  team

management ,  running  the  tech  bench  and  generally  helping  out  whenever  he  could .

He  regularly  attended  club  events  and  home  games  with  his  family ,  leading  by

example  through  his  respectful  and  passionate  supporting .  His  huge  smile  and  his

trademark  “go  you  Magpies”  were  a  club  institution .

Our  respect  for  Coops  was  demonstrated  when  many  of  the  Magpies  changed  their

normal  observance  of  Anzac  day  to  witness  him  speaking  at  the  Largs  RSL  last  year .

This  was  a  proud  moment  for  Coops  and  his  family .

Coops  had  a  l i fetime  of  unique  experiences  and  was  a  wise  ear  to  discuss  any

subject  and  gave  welcome  feedback  or  advice  when  needed .


